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LETTER FROM THE COMMISSIONER 


ON 


GETTYSBURG CEMETERY. 


WHEELING, W. VA., Jan. 3, 1866. 
To His Excellency A. I. BOREMAN, 
' Governor of West Virginia : 

Srr-—I submit, herewith, a copy of the proceedings of the sey- 
eral meetings of the Board of Commissioners of the Soldiers’ 
National Cemetery, held during the past year; also, the report of 
the President of the Board, showing the receipt and disbursement 
of the general fund. 

From an examination of the President's Report, it will be per- 
ceived that the grounds, some seventeen acres, have been properly 
enclosed with a substantial and highly ornamental iron fence and 
gateway, along the front of the cemetery, and on the other sides 
by a well built granite wall. The head stones in all the State lots 
have been set, with the name, rank, company and regiment of the 
buried dead engraved thereon, and the graves regularly graded 
according to the design. The main avenue has been graded and 
macadamized, nearly all the trees and shrubbery have been planted 
and the grounds are now ready to be sown with grass. 

There are now buried in the cemetery 3,559 bodies, of which 
there are in the unknown lots 979 bodies, and, in the State lots 
2,580 bodies. The foundation of the monument: has been laid in 
the most substantial manner, according to the detailed specifica- 
tions and instruction of J. G. Batterson, Esq., the designer. It is 
now completed and ready for the monument, 

The amount received from all sources up to the 20th of Novem- 
ber, 1865, for the purposes of the cemetery, was $77,206 29, of 
which there had been expended $61,940 93, leaving a balance in 
the hands of the treasurer on that day of $15,265 36. There was 
due at the same time, by the several States interested in the work, 
$52,863 42, taking as a basis of calculation the amount fixed at the 
previous annual meeting, and upon which basis the apportionment 
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to this State was made. Three installments, amounting to $1,892, 
of the appropriation made by the last Legislature of this State, 
have been called, for and paid, leaving in the State Treasury to the 
credit of that appropriation $631.18, to be called for as wanted 
hereafter. 

The funds now under the control and subject to the order of the 
Commissioners, are thought to be amply sufficient to complete the 
whole work in a satisfactory manner, so that no further call for 
that purpose-will be made, either on the States or the people. 

At the meeting of the Commissioners in May, resolutions were 
adopted providing for laying the corner stone of the monnment on 
the the Fourth of July, and inviting Major General O. O. Howard 
to deliver the address on that occasion. The invitation, to the 
great gratification of the Commissioners and the public, was ac- 
cepted, and the address, of which I also submit a copy, delivered, 
commemorating in warm and earnest words the virtues and heroic 
character of the American soldier, whose patriotism and devotion 
to duty we strive to perpetuate in granite and marble. 

It is expected that the work on the monument will be commenced 
early in the spring and pressed forward as raprdly as practicable, 
so as to complete, as soon as possible, the memorial which a grate- 
ful country there builds to her honored dead. 

Very Respectfully, E 
C. D. HUBBARD, 
Commissioner. 


